
 

 
 

Grace period 
 
LDPs with non-lawyer managers to become licensed bodies (transitioned to ARs 31 March 2012)  October 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legend: 
Red: changes concerning alternative business structures (ABSs) 
Blue: changes concerning legal disciplinary practices (LDPs) with non-lawyer managers 
Green: changes concerning recognised bodies (RB) and recognised sole practitioners (RSPs) 
Purple: changes concerning Special Bodies 
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Grace period               31 October 2012 
 
Provided they have been nominated by 31st 
March 2012,  COLPs/COFAs for RBs 
approved and assume responsibilities from 
31 October 2012. 

Come into effect for ABS: 
- Principles 
- Authorisation Rules  
- PFR 
- Code 
- Comp Fund Rules 

Remainder of the handbook comes into effect 
for ABS 
 
Come into effect for RBs: 
- PFR (with transitional provisions for non-

lawyer LDPs)  
- RB Regs (Amended) 
- Remainder of the Handbook excluding 

Authorisation Rules (with any transitional 
provisions) 

- Relevant provisions in 
Practising Regs repealed (RSP 
provisions) 
 
- Authorisation Rules come into 
effect for RBs (including former 
RSPs) 
 
- RB Regs repealed (RBs) 

Transitional 
provisions for 
non-lawyer 
LDPs in PFR 
repealed 

Transitional 
provisions (Auth 
Rules) repealed for 
Special Bodies (SB) 
 
Consequential 
changes for SB take 
effect 

 
Existing non-lawyer 
LDPs wanting to 
passport from Oct 
2011 nominate 
COLP/COFA and 
confirm no change in 
managers/owners 
and suitability of 
managers/owners 
 
Formal applications 
for ABS 

 
Date on which 
applications 
by new non-
lawyer LDPs 
become 
applications 
for ABS status 

LDPs electing to 
passport early 
can become 
ABS from this 
date onwards 
 
Existing 
managers/ 
owners deemed 
approved 
 
First licences 
granted for 
ABSs 

Renewal 
RBs & 
RSPs 

RBs and RSPs 
to confirm 
suitability of 
managers/ 
owners and 
nominate 
COLP/COFA by 
31 March 2012 

RSPs passport 
to RBs 
 
All RBs 
(including 
former RSPs) 
switch to 
lifetime licences
 
Existing 
managers/ 
owners deemed 
approved 

LDPs switch to 
ABSs (deadline 
for 
passporting) 
 
First annual 
info gathering 
 - for ABSs 
 - for RBs  
 
SRA approves 
COLP/COFAs 
for RBs 

Special 
bodies 

 
Informal 
application 
dialogue  
for ABS 

Date on 
which 
applications 
by new RBs  
will be dealt 
with under 
Auth Rules 

Implementation Timeline 


